For those interested in L. Frank Baum's "The Wonderful Wizard of Oz" (1900) as a populist novel, the following translation table and discussion are helpful:

In the Wizard of Oz:        Meaning:

-----------------------     ---------------------

Oz
ounce (oz) of gold

Dorothy
"Everyman"

Tin Woodsman
industrial worker

Scarecrow 
farmer

Cowardly Lion
William Jennings Bryan, populist leader

Munchkins
the "little people"

Yellow Brick Road
gold standard

Toto
a dog

"In the story, Dorothy is swept away from Kansas in a tornado and arrives in a mysterious land inhabited by `little people.' Her landing kills the Wicked Witch of the East (bankers and capitalists), who `kept the munchkin people in bondage.'

"In the movie, Dorothy begins her journey through the Land of Oz wearing ruby slippers, but in the original story Dorothy's magical slippers are silver [a reference to the bimetallic system advocated by W.J. Bryan].  Along the way on the yellow brick (gold) road, she meets a Tin Woodsman who is `rusted solid' (a reference to the industrial factories shut down during the depression of 1893). The Tin Woodsman's real problem, however, is that he doesn't have a heart (the result of dehumanizing work in the factory that turned men into machines).

"Farther down the road Dorothy meets the Scarecrow, who is without a brain (the farmer, Baum suggests, doesn't have enough brains to recognize what his political interests are). [Shades of Marx's critique of peasants!]  Next Dorothy meets the Cowardly Lion, an animal in need of courage (Bryan, with a load roar but little else).  Together they go off to Emerald City (Washington) in search of what the wonderful Wizard of Oz (the President) might give them.

"When they finally get to Emerald City and meet the Wizard, he, like all good politicians, appears to be whatever people wish to see in him. He also plays on their fears.... But soon the Wizard is revealed to be a fraud--only a little old man `with a wrinkled face' who admits that he's been `making believe.' `I am just a common man,' he says. But he is a common man who can rule only by deceiving the people into thinking that he is more than he really is.

"`You're a humbug,' shouts the Scarecrow, and this is the core of Baum's message. Those forces that keep the farmer and worker down are manipulated by frauds who rule by deception and trickery; the President is powerful only as long as he is able to manipulate images and fool the people. [Politics doesn't change, does it?]

"Finally, to save her friends, Dorothy `melts' the Wicked Witch of the West (just as evil as the East), and the Wizard flies off in a hot-air balloon to a new life.  The Scarecrow (farmer) is left in charge of Oz, and the Tin Woodsman is left to rule the East. This populist dream of the farmer and worker gaining political power was never to come true, and Baum seems to recognize this by sending the Cowardly Lion back into the forest, a recognition of Bryan's retreat from national politics.

"Dorothy is able to return to her home with the aid of her magical silver shoes, but on waking in Kansas, she realizes that they've fallen off, representing the demise of the silver coinage issue in American politics."

Source: Michael A. Genovese, _Los Angeles Times_, 19 March 1988.  (He teaches Political Science and is director of the Peace Studies program at Loyola Marymount University.)

For other slants on this topic, see:

http://www.prosperityuk.com/prosperity/articles/wizzoz.html  http://home.earthlink.net/~jcorbally/eng218/rcross.html  http://www.ryerson.ca/~lovewell/oz.html 

