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Course Description and Statement of Purpose
An introductory course in American Government and Politics must cover many bases.  As a result, important points are often passed by after only a cursory examination.   However, even with this inherent fault, a survey of the philosophic groundings, institutions, and processes of American Government can be challenging and rewarding.  A Hilltop Scholars section of such a course is not immune to this difficulty, but your reading and writing – and, I trust, analysis – concerning the material at hand will give you greater depth of understanding than you would receive in a standard section of Intro to American Government.

This course will provide you with three types of knowledge.  First, you will come out of this class with a basic knowledge of the American political and governmental system.  This will include examination of governmental processes and institutions, but we will also treat relevant aspects of American political history and culture in an attempt to explain how the American political system developed and operates.  Second, the class will introduce you to the ways that political scientists try to describe and explain political phenomena.  You will begin to understand and appreciate the subtleties and complexities of developing social scientific explana​tions for political life.  In short, you will not only learn “the basics,” but you will also explore the tensions within the system and the scholarly debates concerning its operation.  Third, the course will teach you to think more critically about politics and political issues.  Seldom are questions in the political world, or the larger world in which it is enmeshed, simple or subject to simple explanations.  The class will show you a variety of strong arguments on a range of empirical and normative issues, and will force you to deal honestly with them; not dismiss them out of hand, but subject them to close comparative evaluation.  These critical skills of perspective and evaluation – the capacity to make sense of the bits of information that swirl about you – lie at the heart of the liberal arts and the idea of an educated mind.  Information is important, but any fool can look up “facts;” actual knowledge consists of knowing what to do with the information you seek out and receive.

Student Learning Objectives
Substantively, upon completion of this course, I expect that you will be able to

· Identify the structure and institutions of the American political process

· Explain the concepts of, and basic approaches to, the study of political institutions and processes
· Explain your political views and their relationship to values in the larger community

· Participate effectively in your communities

This class will also seek to develop strong analytical, conceptual, structural, and communication skills.  These process-based approaches to making sense of a subject-matter are portable across issue areas and academic disciplines.  In short, you will learn how to learn: how to answer questions put to you and how to create further questions for yourself and others.  Coupled with substantive knowledge, these process-based skills are the mark and measure of an educated person.  These skills include:

Written Work

· Organize analytical essays around a clear and focused research question
· Frame a thesis statement that answers the research question
· Write essays that use empirical and/or logical evidence in a clear and grammatical fashion

Spoken Work

· Identify central elements of texts or data

· Organize them into a logically coherent sequence of presentation

· Draw explicit comparisons to related texts or data

· Speak clearly, analytically, and appropriately to a given audience 
Required Reading 

· Jillson, Cal.  American Government: Political Change and Institutional Development, 4th ed.

· Schattschneider, E. E.  The Semi-Sovereign People:  A Realist's View of Democracy

· Madison, Hamilton, and Jay.  The Federalist Papers

· Dierenfield, Bruce J.  The Battle Over School Prayer: How Engel v. Vitale Changed America.
· Blackboard (or via the link at the mothership).  This is the class webpage.  Readings and items of significance are posted there, and it also houses the class discussion board on which I expect you to be active participants.  You should check it daily and when specifically directed. 

· Findlaw – (www.findlaw.com) select cases in constitutional law. 

· The New York Times or The Washington Post.  Few, if any, newspapers in this country rival their coverage of political matters.  Do note, though, that the current issue of the paper is on line for free only for a week after its publication.  Articles from other days can be accessed through lexis/nexis link on the SMU Libraries webpage (http://www.smu.edu/cul/or/index.html).  MSNBC also does a good general job solely on the webside.  I will also post pieces from these sources, as well as National Public Radio, on my webpage at News Coverage of The Supreme Court.   

The “Course Outline and Assigned Readings” section of the syllabus presents an outline of the reading schedule we will follow.   I will give more specific information (e.g., which elements to stress and when to read the various articles) in class prior to our treatment of the material and on the “Where Are We?” webpage.  Jillson is the primary text for the class, but the readings posted on line are as important, if not more so.  The Federalist is the starting point for any serious examination of the logic of the American constitutional system.  Schattschneider is a disquisition on “democratic theory” and is tied to many topics we will treat.  We will use Dierenfeld’s book, in conjunction with the case readings, to examine litigation politics, constitutional interpretation, and civil liberties.

In addition to the texts you will purchase and the articles posted on Blackboard, I will assign select cases decided by the U.S. Supreme Court.  Finally, you should consistently read a major news source, either in paper on on-line.  This isn’t a current events course, but I expect you to keep abreast of political news; this will help you understand lecture references and develop examples for individual study, class discussion, and essay preparation. 

I cannot overly stress the importance of timely reading habits.  This course requires strict attention to and consideration of textual material.  To understand the material, you must read it prior to the class sessions reserved for its treatment.  Given the difficulty of the material, consistent tardiness in reading will result in lessened comprehension (read: lower grades).  Accordingly, I expect you to keep up with the assigned reading and be well prepared for each class.  

Course Requirements: Examinations, Papers, Grading

Class will meet Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 11:00 – 11:50 AM in 103 Perkins Hall.  Class attendance is mandatory, and I expect you to be seated and ready for class at 10:00 AM sharp.  “Ready” means having your notes and relevant texts on the table before you at the beginning of class.  If you are late to class, you will be counted absent.  Unexcused absences are penalized five (5) points a day (out of a course total of 500 points).  I will circulate a seating chart at the beginning of the second week of class.  You will sign this chart and sit in your designated seat for the rest of the term.  A pattern of unexcused absences will result in your dismissal from the course.  If you happen to miss a class, it is your responsibility to get notes from a classmate.  Your cell phone will not ring during class.  You will neither send nor receive text messages during class.  You will not “message” or fart about on the web during class.  If you do any of the above, you will be subject to removal from the class.
This class also has a student contract.  You must download it from the website, read it, print and sign two copies of it, and turn both of them in to me the first day of class or no later than Friday, 22 January.  Failure to live up to the terms of that contract will result in your dismissal from the course.
I evaluate students on the basis of participation, a presentation, four unscheduled quizzes (on which you may consult your class and reading notes), a mid-semester exam, a cumulative final (with heavy emphasis on material covered since the mid-semester), and two 4-6 page analytic papers.

I expect active and informed involvement in class discussion.  If you do not participate at all, you will get zero (0) participation points; breathing in class counts for something, but not participation credit.  I will also factor student visits to my office, email correspondence on matters germane to the course, and postings on the class Blackboard discussion board into the calculus of this grade, but you cannot earn an A or B for participation without speaking in class.  At some point in your life, you will have to speak publicly.  You might as well start now.

Each student will make a class presentation.  This will entail: 1) reading and analyzing a Supreme Court decision or an article posted online, 2) presenting a 5 minute (no more than this, or your grade will suffer) analysis (not simply description) of it to the class, and 3) fielding questions from class members about the place and significance of the case or article.  (These questions, their frequency and quality, will have a large impact on your discussion grade.)  The sign-ups and schedule are posted on my webpage.  Look them over, and send me an email with your top three choices as soon as you’ve made them and no later than 29 January.  First come, first served.

Students will take examinations in class on the day I schedule them.  Only in extraordinary circumstances will I make exceptions to this rule, and a student must clear these with me at least one week before the date scheduled for the test.  Examinations will consist of essay, short answer, and multiple-choice style questions.  If you desire, prior to each examination, we will schedule an optional dis​cussion session to enable you to clarify any points on which you are unsure.  The midsemester exam is Friday, 19 March; the final exam is Monday, 10 May, 11:30 AM – 2:30 PM.  If you wish, study questions for the exams will be posted a week prior to the exam. 
I will make paper topic assignments in class, with papers due on or around 17 February (an assessment of the argument of Publius) and 16 April (an analysis of the politics of church-state issues).  The specific analytical questions will be posted on the class's webpages, and the papers responding to them will be 4-6 pages long.  You will receive a penalty of one-third of a grade for each calendar day your papers are late.

All out-of-class written work done for credit must be submitted in hard copy and through the “Safe Assign” link on the Blackboard page.
The relative weight of the graded work in the course is as follows:


Quizzes:
12%
(60 points)


First essay:
15%

(75 points)


Second essay:
20%

(100 points)


Mid-Semester Exam:
20%

(100 points)


Final Exam:
25%

(125 points)


Participation:
4%
(20 points)


Class Presentation
4%
(20 points)


Absences                                    
-5 pts/day


     Total
100%
(500 points)

Unexcused absences will result in points being deducted from a student’s final point total.  The rough point range for the final course grade is:



A
400-500 points



B
300-399 points



C
200-299 points



D
100-199 points



F
      0-99 points

To pass the course, a student must complete all work assigned.

A final word about grades.  Though this varies by class, the average final grade in my classes tends to be in the low B or B- area. On page 48 of the current Undergraduate Catalog you will find the university’s criteria for grades.  This is the standard: A equals excellent scholarship, B equals good scholarship, C equals average scholarship, and D equals poor scholarship.  Key here is the notion of “scholarship.”  I am not looking for you to simply memorize and spit back information about the areas and cases we examine, though you will need to know this information to do well in the class.  What I expect of you is to make sense of what you read and what we discuss, and enter into a dialogue with me, other students of the Court, and your peers about it.  I want you to see the linkages between justices, opinions, cases, and issue areas, as well as explain when, how, and why these remain stable or vary over time.  I further expect you to be able to tie this analysis to larger forces working within the context – political and social – of the times in which the Court is working.  The more fluidly you can engage in this discussion, the better your grade will be.  There is no “checklist” you will complete for your grade – no rubric you will follow to get a specific grade.  Mastering and making sense of the material we cover is the key to improving your grade.  I am more than happy to help you, in and out of class, achieve this; I strive to be a teacher, after all.  However, the discipline, timely study and preparation habits, and simple hard work necessary to do well are matters largely in your own hands.

Dates of Note

The add/drop period ends Monday, 25 January.  The last day to choose a Pass/Fail grading option is Wednesday, 3 February.  The last day to drop the course without a recorded grade is Thursday, 8 April; you cannot drop the course after that date without receiving a failing grade.  The last day of class is Tuesday, 4 May (which will count as a Friday because, well, this is SMU and we mess with time).  

Miscellany
1) Study Groups.  In recent years, I have noticed an increasing tendency on the part of students to make use of “study groups,” especially in the context of exam preparation.  These groups, unless conducted correctly, are a decidedly mixed blessing.  On the downside, they tend to: a) perpetuate and spread errors that would otherwise be confined to the examinations of one or two people, b) promote a division of labor that work against a coherent understanding of the course material; and c) provide a pernicious false sense of security for their participants.  On the positive side, they can provide a good forum in which to: a) test your comprehension of the course mate​rial; b) float and debate alternative interpretations of the topics under consideration; and c) alert you to deficiencies in your preparation.

In light of these strengths and weaknesses, if you decide to assemble a study group, please be sensitive to these “rules of thumb for successful study group involvement.”

•
Meet more frequently than simply before a specific exam.  In this way you will get a better feel for your fellows in the group, and you will have a better sense of their understanding of the material.  Used in this fashion, your group will become something of a discussion circle, and will help you stay up on the subject matter as we cover it.

•
Do not divide the work at hand.  (That is to say, do not assign members of the group to specific and exclusive tasks -- e.g., reading articles for particular sections of the course, or preparing essay questions for examinations.)  In a good study group, all participants con​tribute equally and fully to discussions.  With every group member doing all the prepara​tory work, it becomes easier to discuss the material seriously and to gain insights from oth​ers on your own understanding of the subject matter.

•
Avoid freeloaders.  There are always people who seek to get something for nothing.  In a classroom context, these individuals are those who do not do the readings or who come to class infrequently.  In short, they fail to take seriously their responsibilities as students.  Such people love open study groups; they see them as a way to profit from their irrespon​sibility by leaning on the work of others to get by.  Do not allow this to happen.  Not only are these “students” cheating the educational process for themselves, but they also waste the time of other group members who have to minister to their uninformed status.

•
Do not let a study group substitute for conversations with the professor.  This should be self-explanatory.  When questions about the course material arise, see me.

Well run, a study group is an extension of the classroom experience.  It is a way that you can enhance your understanding of the course material.  (Intelligent discussions with other intelligent -- and prepared -- people have an odd way of accomplishing this.)  Do not use these groups as a short cut around your own class preparation.  Not only does this compromise a well-rounded education, but it will also hurt you in a very personal fashion: your grade goes into the registrar’s computer, not that of your group.  Take responsibility for your education; use your study group to enhance that commitment, not hide from it.

2) Office Hours.  My hours are noted at the top right of the first page of this syllabus and on Blackboard.  Note also that, if those times are not convenient for you, you can make an appointment with me at a mutually convenient time.  Do not hesitate to come to my office if you need help with, or simply want to talk about, any aspect of the course.  One of the advantages SMU provides is the opportunity to be taught in small classes and to get to know those who teach you.  Take advantage of it.

3) Webpage. In an ongoing bow to modernity, I now have two webpages.  The first is my page, www.faculty.smu.edu/jkobylka.  There you will find information of significance to the class – syllabus, presentation schedules, course updates, hand-outs, links, and the like – and a link to the class’s Blackboard page, where you will find these and other items including a discussion board and a course calendar. The direct link to the class’s Blackboard page is https://courses.smu.edu/.  To access it, you must use your a) ID number, and b) a password (your SMU Access/email password).  The Blackboard page is always a work in progress.  As such, any suggestions you have for it are welcome.  

4) Disability Accommodations. If you need academic accommodations for a disability, you must first contact Ms. Rebecca Marin, Coordinator, Services for Students with Disabilities (214-768-4557, 220 Memorial Health Center) to verify the disability and establish eligibility for accommodations.  You should then schedule an appointment with me to make appropriate arrangements.

5) Religious Observances.  Religiously observant students wishing to be absent on holidays that require missing class should notify me in writing at the beginning of the semester, and should discuss with me, in advance, acceptable ways of making up any work missed because of the absence.

6) Excused Absences for University Extracurricular Activities.  Students participating in an officially sanctioned, scheduled University extracurricular activity can make up class assignments or other graded assignments missed as a result of their participation.  It is the responsibility of the student to make arrangements with me prior to any missed work.

The Honor Code
The University’s Honor Code governs all work undertaken and submitted in this course.  The relevant section of the Code, taken from the Preamble of the Honor Council’s Consti​tution, is as follows:

Intellectual integrity and academic honesty are fundamental to the processes of learning and of evaluating academic performance, and maintaining them is the re​sponsibility of all members of an educational institution.  The inculcation of per​sonal standards of honesty and integrity is a goal of education in all the disciplines of the University....

Students must share the responsibility for creating and maintaining an atmosphere of honesty and integrity.  Students should be aware that personal experience in completing assigned work is essential to learning.  Permitting others to prepare their work, using published or unpublished summaries as a substitute for studying required materials, or giving or receiving unauthorized assistance in the prepara​tion of work to be submitted are directly contrary to the honest process of learning.  Students who are aware that others in a course are cheating or otherwise acting dishonestly have the responsibility to inform the professor and/or bring an accusa​tion to the Honor Council.

The Honor Pledge is:  “On my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this work.”  Every student must sign and attach a signed copy of this pledge to any work tendered in this class.  A violation of the Code will result in an “F” for the course, and the student will be taken before the Honor Council.  If you are unclear about this policy -- either in general or in its particular applica​tion -- please see the instructor immediately.
Course Outline and Reading Assignments

20 Jan.
I.  
Introduction



Readings: BB:  Plato's "Cave" -- from the seventh book of The Republic


II.
Concepts of Science, Politics

22 – 27 Jan. 



Readings:
  Jillson: Chapter 1, Appendix A




Start Schattschneider (all)


III.  
The Constitution and the Founding Era
A. The Context of the Constitution

29 Jan. – 1 Feb. 


Readings:
 Jillson: Chapter 2




BB:
Roche, “Constitutional Convention”

B. “New Science of Politics” and Separation of Powers

1 – 8 Feb.



Readings:
Federalist Papers: 9, 10, 37, 39, 47, 48, 51, 55, 62, 63, 70, 78





BB:
Beard, “An Economic Interpretation of the Constitution”

C. Federalism

8 – 12 Feb.


Readings:
 Jillson: Chapter 3
                          



BB: McCulloch v. Maryland (1819), Hammer v. Daggenhart (1918), U.S. v.





Darby (1941), Heart of Atlanta Hotel v. U.S. (1964), U.S. v. Lopez (1995)



IV.
Democratic Theory, Political Evolution, and Explanatory Frameworks
15 – 17 Feb.



Readings:
  review Jillson: Chapter 1




                  Schattschneider (all)


V.  Individual Action, Public Opinion, and the Media

19 – 22 Feb.


Readings:
  Jillson: Chapters 4, 5




BB: Texas v. Johnson (1989)






The Political Compass





Berelson, et al., “Democratic Practice and Democratic Theory”



VI.  Interest Groups

22 Feb. – 1 Mar.

Readings:  Jillson: Chapter 6




BB: 
Truman, “The Governmental Process”






Pollklas, Types of Interest Groups





Hardin, “The Free Rider Problem”


VII. 
Political Parties

3 – 15 Mar.

Readings:  Jillson: Chapter 7




BB: 
Smith v. Allwright (1944)






Morine and Deane, Fractured Parties





   (follow the links to the Democratic and Republican Parties)



VIII.
Campaigns and Elections

17 Mar.

Readings:  Jillson: Chapter 8




BB:  Key, “A Theory of Critical Elections”

19 March:

MID-SEMESTER EXAMINATION



IX. The Courts

22 Mar. – 5 Apr.

Readings:  Jillson: Chapter 12




BB:  Ex Parte McCardle (1869)






Meese, “A Jurisprudence of Original Intent”





Brennan, “My Encounters with the Constitutional Text”


X.  Civil Liberties
7 – 9 Apr.

Readings:  Jillson: Chapter 13





Dierenfield (all)





BB:  Everson v. Board of Ed. (1947), Engel v. Vitale (1962), Wallace v. Jaffree 





(1985), Lee v. Weisman (1992), Zelman v. Harris (2002)


XI.   The Presidency

12 – 21 Apr.

Readings:  Jillson: Chapters 10, 11




BB: U.S. v. Curtiss-Wright (1936), Youngstown Sheet and 






Tube v. Sawyer (1952), U.S. v. Nixon (1974), Clinton v.
Jones 





(1997), Boumediene v. Bush (2008)





Rossiter, “The Presidency – Focus of Leadership”






Neustadt, “The Power to Persuade”






Rosen, "Power of One"



XII.  The Congress

23 Apr. – 3 May

Readings:  Jillson: Chapter 9




BB:
Fiorina, “The Rise of the Washington Establishment”






Mayhew, “The Electoral Connection”






Dodd, “Congress and the Quest for Power”

4 May
XIII.  The Wrap
FINAL EXAMINATION:
Monday, 10 May, 11:30 AM – 2:30 PM
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