INTEREST GROUP PLURALISM

Assumptions


1.
Individuals form groups and these groups are the principal actors in "democratic" politics.



(Empirical)


2.
Since these groups are "fundamental" to "democratic" governance, they should have input



into policy making. (Normative)

Premises


1.
Group leaders will accurately represent the beliefs and preferences of group members.


2.
The Doctrine of Countervailing interests:



a.  All groups compete for governmental benefits (policies).



b.  All significant interests will eventually form and become politically active--- especially 



     when their interest is threatened.



c.  A dynamic equilibrium will result in which the demands of all groups will be modified 



     and accommodated.


3.
The government's role is to



a.  allow all groups equal access to the decision-making process, and



b.  formally ratify the equilibrium reached by the groups.

Conclusions



1.  The public interest is defined by the equilibrium extant in any given period of time.



2.  All politically relevant groups (those with stakes in the political process) will form and 



     compete, and the larger and more general interests will prevail.

RESPONSIBLE PARTY DOCTRINE

Assumptions


1.
Individuals form organizations and these organizations are the principal actors in "demo​



cratic" politics. (Empirical)


2.
Political parties, because they reconcile the interests of large numbers of people and allow



majorities to control governmental policy making on important questions, fundamental to 



"democratic" policies. (Normative)

Premises


1.
Political parties draft platforms which offer the citizenry clear policy alternatives.  These 



plat​forms are grounded in a particular understanding of the public interest.


2.
Party nominees must run for office pledging support to the platform.


3.
Two party competition in elections will give the electorate a meaningful choice on 



alternative policy formulations.


4.
The president has the responsibility of getting the platform promises enacted.


5.
Congress's role is to enact the platform.  This presupposes:  



a.  The same party controls both houses.



b.  Citizens vote for members of Congress and the president on the basis of similar criteria.



c.  Party members in Congress will follow the platform.


6.
Opposition party will constantly construct and articulate alternative policy proposals.

7. Subsequent elections will endorse the policies of the government party, or reject them in favor of 



those articulated by the opposition party.

Conclusions


1.
The public interest is represented by the platform positions of the governing party.


2.
Democratic outcomes are achieved as the people have some ability to control public policy.

