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Program Notes for
% (7%/0/1 @Mﬂﬂmﬁ Soundtrack to a Violin's Story

Her 300-year-old instrument was in perfect
condition. Had it been interred?

It’s the stuff of stories and musical legend: the buried violin, dug up
and brought to sing anew. But the violinist Chee-Yun didn’t expect to
have one in real life.

In 1991, at the start of her career, the Korean-born violinist began
looking around for a new instrument, found one that she loved, and
brought it to Dario D’Attili, a legendary violin appraiser, for an
evaluation. “In my career,” D’Attili said, according to Chee-Yun, “I
have never seen an instrument looking this brand-new. It’s over 300
years old, definitely Ruggieri, probably one of his finest. No wear and
tear; it’s incredible...” Chee-Yun... had fallen in love with the
instrument’s sound. Not until years later did she hit on a possible
explanation for the instrument’s unusually good condition. After a
performance in Israel, an audience member asked her about her
Ruggieri. “My father often wondered about your violin,” she says he
told her. “The reason he was wondering is he had heard that it had
been buried with one of its owners.”

Suddenly, the instrument’s pristine condition was — possibly —
explained. And Chee-Yun’s “buried violin” has become something of a
calling card...

“It sounds far-fetched,” Chee-Yun concedes. But she does observe that
the Ruggieri “has evolved over the years. You might say that, having
awoken, the violin has grown." At the very least, it’s a good story.

excerpts from: Anne Midgette, The Washington Post, December 16, 2016.

One of the most intriguing stories in modern real-life classical music is the mystery of "The Buried Violin" -
created by one of the greatest craftsmen in Cremonia, Italy in 1685, much of this instrument's life remains untold,
known only to the violin itself. If it could speak, the stories it could tell...

Although composed in a somewhat traditional three-movement concerto form, in today's modern society most
of the classical music heard is through that of the motion picture or television soundtrack, and Le Violon Entereé
("The Buried Violin") was composed to speak to today's listeners. It can be thought of as a soundtrack to a virtual
movie that only is playing in the listeners' minds. As the music evokes imagery, the audience is encouraged to "hear
the story the violin is telling." No words; no images - just pure music creating a virtual movie for each listener.

The work is in three movements: / - Dreams of Cremona 1685 shares the memories of a life-cut-short for this
violin, even quoting a Corelli Concerto Grosso that the instrument itself quite possibly had played during that
Baroque master's lifetime. But even the best dreams can become a nightmare as the work leads into /I - Enterré.
What was it like being buried for 200 years, yearning to make music but silenced for what must have seemed an
eternity? III - Rebirth uses forms and rhythms from traditional Korean folk-music, "Pungmul Nori," and
"Salmunori" (being actively revived by Korean scholar and musician, Kim Duk-Soo0.) These are combined with
modal, pentatonic, and octatonic scales and other modern sounds to reflect not only the violin's tale of awaking in
the very different and often confusing 20th Century, but also the drama that surely entailed before finally arriving in
the hands of a beautiful, talented Korean artist. There is perhaps even a glimpse into its future... but this is a story
for the violin to tell.

Is it true? Well, in art let us recall the words of Samuel Clements (Mark Twain), who is quoted as saying
"Never let the facts get in the way of a good story."

R.J.F. - Dallas, 2018



Performance Notes for

% %@n @Me//@ ’» Soundtrack of a Violin

feather beamed passages change smoothly and
J independently of others from note values
% A A A AAAn indicated by the number of beams at the start
and end of the gesture over a quarter-note's
value unless otherwise indicated, i.e. half note.

repeated gestures with a solid extending line
indicates a continuous repetition independent
of the other parts, changing smoothly to the next
material without pause, unless terminated with
an eighth-note stem on a downbeat. A dashed
line indicates ad lib. variation of the given
gesture as each individual performer
accelerates into the closing gesture (III - "R")

All repeated gestures or passages marked "independently” are non-metered, as are any gestures
leading into them, and should not be coordinated to one another.

Durations of non-metric gestures is at the musical discretion of the conductor, according to the
aesthetics of the performance and acoustics of the performing space.

Instrumentation:

Flute
Oboe
Clarinet
Bassoon
2 Horns in F
Timpani
3 percussionists: Vibraphone, Glockenspiel,
Suspended Cymbals (large and medium), Large Tam-Tam,
Low-Med-High Toms, Bass Drum (large)
Korean kkwaenggwari Gong (a similar sounding CHinese gong may be substituted)
note: if traditional Salmunori performers and instruments are available, use is
encouraged

Solo Violin
Chamber Strings

approximate durations:
I - Dreams of Cremona 1685: 5 minutes
1l Enterré: 7-8 minutes
III - Rebirth: 7-8 minutes
(20 minutes total)

for more information: robfrank@smu.edu
www.robertfrankmusic.com
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For Chee-Yun Kim
I. Dreams of Cremona

Le Violon Enterré
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No attempt should be made to follow the solo violin. The position on

the score should have no effect upon the ensemble, which continues in

tempo independently.
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Other Music by Robert J. Frank

Orchestral Music

About the Ninth Hour, (1989) 6 min. . score: $20
for strings (min. 44442) and timpani
Der Mozartgeist: score: $50

Concerto for MIDI Piano with Soloist and Orchestra,
(1994) 18 min.
(2222/2200/timp/strings/Yamaha Disklavier MIDI piano)

Fast Falls the Eventide (2003) 13 min. score: $40
(2222/4331/2 perc./strings)

Figaronacht Overture (2005) 6 min. score: $30
for string orchestra.

For the Oppressed, (1987) 9 min. score: $40
for orchestra. (2222/4231/2 perc/ strings)

In the Upper Room, (1992) 9 min. score: $35
(2220/222/2 perc./strings)

Shadows of Notre Dame (2008) 7 minutes score: $25
for strings (solo Vn. and Vc) and chimes

Temporal Distortions (1995) 18 min. score: $60

(2222/222/4 perc./strings: div. Vn.l, Vn.ll, & Va.)

A Terribly Tangled Tarantella, (2005) 9 min. score: $35
for solo harpsichord and strings

Tapestries, (2010) 9 1/2 min. score: $20
for two violins and string orchestra

jViva Vivaldi!, (2004) 7 min. score: $35

for solo violin, flute, oboe, bassoon, harpsichord and
strings or (vers. Il) for strings and harpsichord

Jerusalem Stones (1997) 18 min. score: $60
(2222/4221/timp. + 3 perc./SATB/Strings/narr.)

Orchestra parts available for rental. Smaller study/reference scores may be
available.

Chamber Music

Aftermath (2001) 12 min. score: $15
for flute, 2 Bb cl., bsn.,2 Bb tpts., tbn., vn., parts: $25
perc., guitars, and piano.

Hatshepsut’s Chant and Dance, (1993) 8 min. $15
for bassoon and piano

My Viola Don’t Swing (2006) 3 min. $10

for solo viola

Part of the Wind (1997) 7 min.

for flute, soprano, and percussion.
Passages (2003) 3 min. $10
for solo violin

Psalm for the House (1997) 7 min.

for violin, cello, and piano.

Stellar Quintet, (1988) 18 min.

for string quartet and harpsichord.
String Quartet:

“..a smoldering wick...”, (1994) 10 min.
String Quartet No. 2: score/parts: $50
“..para mis amigos Mexicanos...” (2001) 15 min.
Taberah, (2008) for ‘Cello. 7 min. $10
Vienna Postlude, (1992) 7 min. $15
for violoncello and piano.

score/parts: $25

score/parts: $25

score: $50
parts: $35
score/parts: $40

Live/Interactive Computer Music

Alone with my thoughts... (2002) score/CD-ROM: $40
for soprano and real-time computer (MAX/MSP)

Beach Music (2001) score: $30
percussion and real-time computer. (MAX/MSP) rental
Coral Fantasy, (1995; rev. 2002)  score/CD-ROM: $40
for oboe and realtime computer. (MAX/MSP)

Der Mozartgeist (1993) 6 min. part/disk: $35
for MIDI piano with soloist (Mvt. Il from Concerto)

Der Mozartgeist: Concerto for MIDI Piano with Soloist
and Orchestra, (1994) (see orchestral music)
Quartet (1999) 12 min. rental
for Bb Clarinet, Disklavier with live soloist and real-time
computer. (MAX/MSP)

Sonata (1998) 13 min. score: $20 for Harpsichord with
optional electronic effects.

MAX/MSP CD-ROMs:Contact composer for technical requirements and details.
Fixed Computer Music (stereo CD or DAT
format)
Algorithmic Atmospheres

|. Binary Blizzard (1995) 3 min.

Il. Fractal Fog (1995) 6 min.

Il. Sinewave Storm (1994) 6 min.
Muse (2000) 1 min.
Zymurgy (1998) 10 min.

all fixed computer music performance materials for rental.

Choral Music

Dinosaur!, (1993) 4 min.

for SATB and piano.

Nachamu, (2000) 6 min.

for SATB and piano/organ.
Mass of the Penitent Man (2007)
for SATB and organ.

Magnificat & Nuc Dimintus (2012)
for SATB and organ

The Voice in the Sky (2002)

for flute, SATB and piano.

$1.25/part
$1/part
$3/part
$2/part

score/flute part: $20
$2/part

Band/Wind Ensemble Music

Driven, (2003) 6 min.

Grade V

Legacy, (2004) 5 minutes

Grade Il

Metallic Origami (2005) score: $25 parts: $75
Five Miniatures for Metal Instruments Grade V

score: $25 parts: $75

score: $25 parts: $75

Ordering/more information:
Robert J. Frank robfrank@smu.edu
10006 Bridgegate Lane Dallas, TX 75243
(972) 792-7065
www.robertfrankmusic.com
all prices suggested to cover printing and handling costs
contact composer for shipping
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